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kulcan. Human sacrifices were practised, the
victims being trained and prepared for their fate for
several years in advance. The Chibchas also held
certain mountains and bodies of water sacred, and
greatly venerated Lake Quatavita into whose depths
they annually cast innumerable objects of gold, sil-
ver, platinum, etc. Several attempts have been made
to drain the lake and recover the treasures it is sup-
posed to contain, and while considerable numbers of
images of gold and other metals have been obtained
the efforts have mainly been unsuccessful. Accord-
ing to old Spanish accounts., the Chibcha dead were
embalmed with resin and other preservatives, and, to-
gether with all the possessions of the deceased, were
buried in wooden coffins covered with sheets of gold.
They were so carefully hidden in secret tombs or
caves that none has ever been discovered.
In their arts the Chibchas had reached a very high
development. They wove excellent cloth and textiles
of cotton and fibers; they made magnificent pottery;
they constructed excellent roads and large temples.
They were past masters at working gold, silver and
even platinum, and they possessed a knowledge of
some unknown and lost process of plating objects
with precious metals which was only equaled by the
Chimus. (See Chapter XI.) Although they never
erected great stone buildings nor built large stone
cities, as did the Aztecs, Mayas and Peruvians, and
never approached those races in the extent and beauty
of their stone sculptures, they were expert stone-
workers and erected many well-carved stone columns
or monuments.
Possibly they were of the same race as, or related